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or Gallery on Baylor Street in downtown Austin is slated for removal, relocation and 
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expansion to Carson Creek Ranch in 2018. The current site is privately owned and slated for development. 
PHOTOS BY RALPH BARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


HOPE Outdoor Gallery 
to relocate next year 


The art park has found 
a permanent home 
at Carson Creek Ranch. 


By Nancy Flores 
nflores@statesman.com 


When she first stepped on 
the downtown hillside property 
that overlooks the city’s skyline 
about seven years ago, Andi Scull 
Cheatham, founder and execu- 
tive producer of HOPE Events, 
faced barren walls, poison ivy, 
thorns and old mattresses. 

“It was a mess,” she said. “Defi- 
nitely not approachable.” 

But it was where — after days of 
weed-whacking the property — a 
temporary art experiment began, 
eventually becoming the HOPE 
Outdoor Gallery. Today, the art 
park has elevated Austin’s street 
art and graffiti scene as well as 
become an integral part of the 
city’s creative spirit. 

Six years, dozens of marriage 
proposals and countless music 
videos, baby announcements and 
family portraits later, the HOPE 
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The gallery will bring one of the walls from its current location to Carson 


Creek Ranch to commemorate the park’s roots as a place where street 
artists and graffiti writers could legally practice their craft. 


Outdoor Galley is relocating toa 
permanent home near the airport 
at Carson Creek Ranch. The art 
park on Baylor Street will remain 
open through June. 
Construction of the new, 
expanded 6-acre art park is 


expected to begin in early 2018 
and wrap up by the end of next 
year. By June, HOPE is aiming to 
have enough adequate park and 
paintable spaces at the new loca- 
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Combs’ move to Interior hits 


Democrat Durbin not 
happy about plans to 
shrink monuments. 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
special correspondent 


WASHINGTON — Former Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs has hit 
yet another roadblock on the way 
toaU.S. Senate vote for a top posi- 
tion at the Interior Department. 

Her expected confirmation to be 
assistant secretary for policy, man- 
agement and budget was already 
delayed by a logjam involving GOP 
senators over Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency nominees. Previ- 
ously, her approval by the Sen- 
ate Energy and Natural Resources 


Former Texas 
Comptroller 

Susan Combs 
is up for ajob 
in the Interior 
Department. 


Committee had been held up by 
a separate dispute involving Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, and 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
over failed GOP efforts to repeal 
the health care law. 

Now anew hurdle has come up 
involving Democratic senators. 

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., has put 
a “hold” on Combs and another 
Interior Department nominee 
— blocking them from getting a 
Senate vote — until he gets “clar- 
ification” of the agency’s plans 


a new delay 


to redesignate environmentally 
sensitive public lands known as 
national monuments. 

Combs, who also served eight 
years as Texas agriculture commis- 
sioner, was nominated in July by 
President Donald Trump and was 
confirmed by the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Commit- 
tee in early August. 

The hold is a parliamentary 
prerogative to keep a bill from 
reaching the Senate floor. The 
procedure for years was kept 
secret until a decade ago when 
Senate leaders moved to make 
the identity of the senator plac- 
ing the hold public within a few 
days of it being placed. 

Now, it has become a regular 
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Expect a loud, hostile reception 
for Horns today in West Virginia 
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HOW TO GET 
YOUR HOME 
READY FOR 
HOLIDAY GUESTS 


CONTINUING COVERAGE HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY 


White House 


relief plan 
gets panned 


Abbott, other Texas 
leaders blast $44 billion 
disaster aid proposal. 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


Gov. Greg Abbott and several 
fellow Texas Republicans in Con- 
gress on Friday blasted a $44 bil- 
lion disaster relief proposal by 
the White House, calling it inad- 
equate to cover the destruction 
left by Hurricane Harvey. 

The White House Office of Man- 
agement and Budget asked Con- 
gress on Friday to sign off on the 
additional money for states and 
U.S. territories battered by hur- 
ricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria 
as well as the California wildfires. 
Congress had already approved 
$51.8 billion in disaster relief. 

Calling Friday’s proposal insuf- 
ficient compared with the fed- 
eral money East Coast states had 
received in the aftermath of Super- 
storm Sandy in 2012, Abbott said 
Texas needs the money to help 
protect against future hurricanes, 
among other things. 

Abbott, who traveled to Wash- 
ington last month to ask for $61 
billion for Texas, has projected 
that the Texas rebuilding effort 
might ultimately require as much 
as $180 billion in federal money. 

“What was offered up ... is com- 
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pletely inadequate,” Abbott said 
during a news conference from 
the Texas Capitol. “You'll see that 
this falls short of the response 
to ... Superstorm Sandy, which 
was half the storm of Hurricane 
Harvey.” 

Republican Gov. Rick Scott 
of Florida, which was ravaged 
by Hurricane Irma, also said he 
was dissatisfied with the White 
House’s request. 

White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders defended 
the proposal Friday, saying that 
Texas needs to “step up” with its 
own money. 

“I don’t think $44 billion is a 
low amount, and my guess is if 
you asked any average citizen 
across this country they wouldn’t 
feel that it’s low either,” she said. 

As of Friday, state agencies had 
spent $437 million on Harvey-re- 
lated disaster recovery, accord- 
ing to the Texas Department of 
Emergency Management. The 
state has spent an additional $1.3 
billion in federal funds, accord- 
ing to the Texas Legislative Bud- 
get Board. 

The state figure is expected to 
grow with the Texas Education 
Agency already estimating it will 
spend about $400 million next 
year to avoid penalizing storm- 
struck school districts that oth- 


Harvey continued on A9 


Austin-area factory 
managers scramble 
to find employees 


Recruiting, hiring and 
retaining skilled labor 
has become challenge. 


By Dan Zehr 
dzehr@statesman.com 


A few years ago, John Newman 
ran into a young man working at 
a local restaurant. 

The guy was ina low-skill, low- 
wage job, but his work hinted at 
a certain aptitude with his hands 
and his mind. So Newman, chief 
financial officer at Athena Man- 
ufacturing, struck up a conver- 
sation with him. 

“He ended up being one of the 
smartest guys in our shop,” New- 
man said Thursday at a meeting 
of the Austin Regional Manufac- 
turers Association. 

So smart, in fact, he left the 
company to go to college. But 
before he did, he recruited his 
father, who still works for Ath- 
ena, Newman said. 

“We havea ‘help wanted’ sign in 
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our front yard,” he 
said. “That’s where we start, and 
we’ll go anywhere from there.” 

Recruiting, hiring and retain- 
ing skilled labor has become one 
of the most critical challenges 
for area manufacturers, accord- 
ing to the results of a new Austin 
Regional Manufacturers Associ- 
ation survey. 

While Austin-area manufac- 
turers added about 2,800 jobs 
over the past 12 months, accord- 
ing to preliminary data released 
Friday by the Texas Workforce 
Commission, many local factory 
managers said they’d add more if 
they could find people with the 
right skills. 


Factories continued on A5 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Civilrights icon Jackson 
reveals his Parkinson’s 


The ex-presidential candidate, 
whois 76, Said he learned he has 
the disease after encountering 
trouble performing routine tasks. 


NATION & WORLD, A6 
Passage of tax-cut bill 
won't be easy in Senate 


Plan clears House, but analyses 
showing middle class will pay 
higher rates and 13 million will 
lose health coverage raise risks. 


NATION & WORLD, A10 
Ala. women divided over 
support for Roy Moore 


GOP Senate candidate’s wife 
holds rally, and governor declares 
she'll vote for him, but other 
women give Democrat the edge. 
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